
         Certificates     Examination                        Quality 

          Examination Parts 

   Reading  comprehension 

   Listening comprehension  

   Written communication  

   Oral  communication   

 

DSD—A 2/ZDP 

 Corresponds to Level A2 of the CEFR  

 Provides proof of German language profi-
ciency at the A2 level 

 Provides career advantages when applying 
for jobs 

DSD-I 

 Corresponds to Level B1 of the CEFR 

 Provides proof of German language profi-
ciency required for admission to many post-
secondary institutes such as Studienkollegs 
in Germany 

 Provides advantages when applying to 
study in Germany 

DSD-II 

 Corresponds to Levels B2 and C1 of the 
CEFR 

 Provides proof of German language        
proficiency required for admission to many 
post-secondary institutions such as               
universities in Germany 

Types of Questions and Assignments 

   Multiple-choice 

   Matching 

   Cloze 

   True-false 

   Text production 

   Presentation 

   Dialogue 

   Where to Take the DSD Examination 

 DSD examinations are administered 

at accredited DSD schools abroad 

 Assessment 

 The written components of the DSD  

examinations are evaluated in Ger-

many         

  DSD -  The internationally available certificate of German language proficiency 

Quality Assurance 

 Aligned with school-leaving             
examinations in Germany 

 Correlated to the Common          
European Framework of Refer-
ence for Languages (CEFR) 

 Quality assurance guaranteed 
through scientific monitoring and 
evaluation of assessment             
methodology                

World-Wide Success 

 DSD examinations are adminis-
tered in more than 60 countries  
at over 800 schools with approxi-
mately 40,000 participants per 
year 



 
         Overview      Contacts                              

 The mandate and overall direction of the 
Deutsches Sprachdiplom is a joint under-
taking of the German Federal Government 
and the Länder.  
 
The Central Committee for the German         
Language Certificate sets the standards for the 
exam and its administration. 

 

The Central Committee for the German        
Language Certificate 

 

Chair:             Ms. Birgit Bergmann 

Telephone:    +49 (0) 511 120-7282 

E-mail:   birgit.bergmann@mk.niedersachsen.de 

 

The Office of the Standing Conference of the    
Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs 

 

Ms. Yvonne Büscher 

Telephone:    +49 (0) 30 25418-420 

 E-mail:  y.buescher@kmk.org 

 

The Central Agency for Schools Abroad (ZfA)   
is responsible for the design and the          
evaluation of the exam, overseeing its           
distribution and its implementation at the ac-
credited DSD schools. 

 

Mr. Ulf Engling 

Telephone:    +49 (0) 221 758-3454 

Telefax:         +49 (0) 221 758-2854 

 E-mail:          ulf.engling@bva.bund.de 

 Internet:        www.auslandsschulwesen.de/dsd  

For more information about DSD exams in your 
area contact: 

 Overview 

 Levels of proficiency of the Common 
European Framework of Reference 
for Languages (CEFR) 

 

A1 

 

A2 

 

B1 

 

B2 

 

C1 

 

 

C2 

Can understand and use very basic 

phrases, express needs of a concrete type 

and ask and answer questions about per-

sonal details. 

Can communicate in simple and routine 

tasks and exchange information on familiar 

and routine matters. 

Can produce simple connected text on       

familiar topics and describe dreams and 

hopes; can give reasons and  explanations 

for plans and opinions. 

Can understand complex texts on abstract 

topics and can follow discussions in his/her 

field of specialization; can express him/

herself fluently and spontaneously and give 

the advantages and disadvantages of vari-

ous opinions. 

Can recognize implicit meaning and express 

him/herself fluently and spontaneously; can 

produce clear and well-structured text on 

complex subjects and shows controlled use 

of organizational patterns, connectors and 

cohesive devices. 

Can understand virtually everything with 

ease, expresses him/herself spontaneously 

and very fluently and differentiates finer 

shades of meaning even in more complex 

situations. 

 Wieland Petermannn, German Language Advisor 

 Telephone:     780-422-0536 

  E-mail:           wieland.petermann@gov.ab.ca 


